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hat Should Be the Liberals’ Program Now? 


uncer: 

ntinuing our report to you on the response of listeners to our 
fed-the-World Town Meeting broadcasts, Mr. B. F. Tunnell 
trosi, California, writes, “May I congratulate you on the out- 
fing merit of your Round-the-World Town Hall broadcasts. 
/ program, in my opinion, has few equals in all radio. It is my 
»f that we have nothing to fear for the future outcome in any 
rtant issue if the people who make up our citizenry are 
rly, sincerely, and honestly presented with the facts on both 
6 of the question.” 

vem Manchester, Massachusetts, Mrs. Dorothea O’Neil says, 
me over to the United States a year and a half ago from 
mark. Let me take this opportunity to thank you for your 
m Meetings. To me they are the best program on the radio.” 
10m near-by Brooklyn, Mr. Stanley Elmowitz writes, “I could 
mo other way to compliment you on your fine weekly broad- 
lof the American Town Meeting of the Air than by sending you 
er of appreciation. Your radio program possesses all the fine 
ities that make the public enjoy and cherish it.” 

ew to preside over our discussion here is your moderator, the 
dent of Town Hall, New York, and founder of America’s 
F Meeting of the Air, Mr. George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. 
Bec) 


erator Denny: 

od evening, neighbors. Tonight we invite you to join us in 
w” mystery game. The object of this game is to find the true 
al among the speakers on tonight’s program. Of course, it’s 
ble that all four speakers are liberals. That’s what makes 
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the game more interesting. You can judge them by their speef 
their answers to questions, and what you know of their acs 
well-known public figures. . 

Actually, two of these four gentlemen are Republicans$ 
two are Democrats. That’s a bit confusing to start with. 
that’s why Jim Farley said that a liberal was “a man witk} 
feet planted firmly in mid-air.” q 

Nearly everybody likes to think of himself as a liberal ej 
on Election Day. Then he has to be a Republican or a Dem} 
if he wants his vote to count, as there’s no Liberal party it} 
country except here in New York State. 

Well, our four speakers are going to give us the clues 0 
game of skill and chance which we might call politics or } 
should the liberals do to be elected in 1950. Our formal ti 
“What Should Be the Liberals’ Program Now?” } 

In this game, everyone can win. They can win a better ul 
standing of some of the major political issues that face our « 
try in the most dangerous period of history since man beg} 
walk upright on this earth. | 

We'll hear first from a man who was a football player in co™ 
who became a Ph.D., then a professor of economics at thef 
versity of Chicago, and was chairman of the Board of Arbitr! 
for the newspaper publishing industry for 17 years. He be! 
an Alderman of the Fifth Ward in the city of Chicago, ai) 
the age of 50 enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps as a prj 
rose to the rank of lieutenant-colonel of the Marines ir 
campaign of Peleliu and Okinawa, and was decorated for h! 
achievement in action. 

Althotgh he tried to resume his position on the faculty e} 
University of Chicago, the people of his state elected him t! 
United States Senate, and we all know why. Senator | 
Douglas of Illinois. (Applause) 


Senator Douglas: . 


Mr. Denny and friends. I think that Mr. Denny is corre 
saying that nearly everybody likes to think of himself as a li 
but curiously enough the more fainthearted in this faith 
seem to have a strange tendency as Election Day approach 
call their opponents liberals as a term of derision or worse. 


To my mind, however, the liberal faith is the noblest o 
because it is firmly based on a respect for the worth of th 
dividual and upon a passion for freedom. 


Turning now to the question of program, I believe that o1 
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e goals. 

We should try to diffuse, rather than to concentrate, both 
omic and political power so that all may have enough power 
e secure but none so much power as to be able to oppress 
rs. In this connection, we need constantly to remember Lord 
pbn’s celebrated saying, “All power corrupts and absolute power 
pts absolutely.” 

We should seek to have society help to protect and to de- 
p the personalities of people who are too weak individually 
jelp themselves. We can do this by better education, by better 
ing, better health facilities, and adequate protection against 
economic risks of unemployment, old age, and catastrophic 
mess. 

| We should practice economy in public affairs, and we should 
eze the water out of government expenditures in the knowl- 
= that waste never helps anyone, and that, to be a liberal, one 
: not have to be a wastrel. 

‘ce we are approaching the ceiling on the amounts we can 
et in taxes, we must fry out the fat from governmental out- 
iin order to get the money which we need for better schools, 
yr housing, and better health. We can get economy not by 
imiling services, but by getting a hundred cents worth of value 
every dollar which we expend. 

the field of foreign affairs, we should resolutely refuse to 
«se the Russian police state, knowing full well that to do so 
ld merely make the Russian rulers more aggressive. We 
dd, instead, seek to strengthen the democracies of Western 
me and, as far as possible, the democracies everywhere, so 
they will not succumb to communism from within and will 
le, at the same time, to resist aggression from without. 

' the same time, we should seek to strengthen the United 
ons and its cluster of affiliated organizations. If and when 
ussian people should make a sincere effort to codperate, we 
lid be ready to give them a chance, although in self-defense 
lnall have to beware of false Trojan Horse attempts. 

much for program. Naturally, I believe with Mr. Schary 
liberals will find their greatest chance to carry out this 
ram inside the Democratic party. The Democratic party is 
ithe liberal party. The old city machines—Jersey City, New 
, Boston and other cities—are either being overthrown or 
(formed. The South is gradually changing. A new spirit is 
ling there as new leaders, such a Senators Kefauver, Frank 
‘am, and Russell Long, are coming to the front. 
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oe front, liberals, regardless of their party, should seek 


Liberals find a warm welcome with us. They will be at bi 

The few Republican liberals are a fine set of men but} 
are very lonely. (Laughter) No nobler men ever sat in the Ui 
States Senate than George Aiken of Vermont, Charles Tob/ 
New Hampshire, Wayne Morse of Oregon. I’m sure that Con; 7: 
man Lodge and Mr. Willkie are of the same stamp. 

These gentlemen exert a distinct civilizing influence on { 
party, just as do missionaries in darkest Africa (laughter) 
they are ignored in its national councils as were George N 
and Bob La Follette before them. 

We honor these men and their followers, but if they wa} 
be spiritually at home and to be politically effective, I submit 
they and those who think like them should join and be a} 
in the Democratic party. The altar is ready and I hope } 
gentlemen soon hit the sawdust trail. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Senator Douglas, but I utter a word of warnt? 
my friends Philip Willkie and Congressman Lodge. Beware *) 
Greeks from Chicago bearing gifts. (Laughter) 

Our next speaker has had an amazingly interesting life 1) 
now, and, looking at him, you might take him for a distingu’) 
lawyer, a movie star, a naval officer, or a member of Cong 
Actually, he’s been all three and is the fourth. He’s a grac’ 
of Harvard University and Harvard Law School, practiced? 
for a while here in New York, had a turn in Hollywood® 
abroad making pictures—starring in pictures, too—joined! 
Navy during World War II, and rose to the rank of lieuter: 
commander. When he returned to his home in Fairfield Coi) 
Connecticut, his neighbors sent him to Congress. 

We've had the pleasure of having his brother, Senator Li! 
on Town Meeting on several occasions. Now we are happy to, 
come you to our program, Congressman John David Lodge! 
publican of Connecticut. (Applause) 4 


Congressman Lodge: 

Thank you, Mr. Denny. Senator Douglas, speaking of the} 
sionaries of darkest Africa, I wonder what kind of missio: 
work Democrat Senators Thomas and McClelland have | 
doing in Sweden. (Laughter) 

Senator Douglas, I cannot agree with your statement thai 
so-called Republican liberals should join the Democratic p: 
I think it is good to have divergent views within the two m 
parties. Indeed, it is inevitable since both parties include pe 
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furthermore, I would not describe as liberal those Democrat 
liticians who oppose legislation on civil rights, on displaced 
sons, and on modification of the Taft-Hartley Law. But I do 
eee with your admonition that we should. remember Lord 
on’s formula that all power corrupts and absolute power 
upts absolutely. But Senator Douglas, we should also re- 
mber that the Democrat politicians have held great and in- 
asing power in this country for many years. 

ne true liberal can find a spiritual home within the Republican 
rty because it is, after all, the only political implement available 
he American people in opposing the corruption of power to 
tech you have so eloquently referred. 

1e late Mr. Justice Holmes once said, “An intelligent con- 
«ative is a man who wants to keep what is good; an intelligent 
eval is aman who wants to do away with what is bad.” 

"> some, liberalism means a maximum of government activity. 
) Voodrow Wilson it meant the spontaneous forces of a free 
ety. I like to think of the word “liberal” in that way. True 
‘ralism means the Lincolnian belief in the dignity of the in- 
Hctual. 

senator Douglas, a liberal program should not, in my opinion, 
iuade the kind of farm price-support legislation recently passed 
he Democrat-controlled 81st Congress, since such legislation 
zits not only in high prices to the consumer but also.in a crush- 
\ourden of taxes. 

liberal program should not include such demagogic schemes 
e Brannan Plan which, as most farmers seem to realize, would 
ave them. 

liberal program should not include the cynical, political 
meuvers of those powerful Democrat leaders who campaigned 
the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Law and then voted against 
2al on the floor of the House of Representatives. 

aese are but a few of the things which have no place in a 
al program. 

ut a liberal program should include many significant amend- 
(ts to the Taft-Hartley Law. It should include a bold plank for 
: rights legislation. The true liberals should take a dynamic 
don this issue on which the Democrat leaders have been weak, 
ded, and apologetic. 

‘liberal program should include action on displaced persons 
“lation rather than self-righteous vociferations during a cam- 
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paign and then a road block in the Democrat-controlled Ux 
States Senate. : 

It should include economy in government. It should inclu’ 
balanced budget which, for the first time in many years, 
achieved by what Mr. Truman has referred to as the “do-noth 
80th Congress. Deficit financing cuts down the value of the de 
It falls most heavily on old people, on people living on retirer 
pay and pensions. Dollar devaluation is a sly method of ta 
the people and depriving them of their savings. 

A liberal program means more consistent action in the 
of foreign affairs in order that the Government’s declared gl 
policy to oppose, rather than to appease, the forces of com 
nism should be vigorously carried out. This is particularly 
of the Far East where there are substantial, and heroic, an 
munist forces still in being. 

A liberal program should recognize that within the framey 
of our free system the Government should make accommodat 
to modern needs in erder to help the people to translate t 
aspirations into action. 

The Government should fill in the chinks where our pri 
property system does not reach. In a Nation of our size and wei 
abject poverty and extreme hardships are unnecessary an 
admissible. Yet, while old-age pensions and social secu 
minimum wages and unemployment compensation, large-s 
production and full employment, rural electrification and f 
control are all desirable objectives and all involve the peo] 
welfare, the ultimate, the essential welfare of the American 
ple depends upon the continuation and increase of the vital 
portunities inherent in our free system. 

Our problem is to achieve these objectives without raising 
cost of living by taxes which are almost confiscatory, wit] 
obliterating the very sources which produce the taxes. These 
jectives will become purely illusory if, in our efforts to reach tt 
we destroy the free society which is the source of our gre? 
strength. 

There lies the basic public interest. There is a truly lib 
program, and it is there that the real liberal must provide effec 
and constructive opposition. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Congressman Lodge. We’re going to watch the’ 
of this mystery game with a great deal of interest—this tug-of- 
between you and the Democrats—to see which one pulls 
other over into his party. 


You've been hearing a great deal, in recent years, about Dore 
ary, our next speaker. Of course, you’ve seen some of the 
vies that he has written, such as “Boys Town,” for which he 
eived the Academy Award, and others he has produced, such 
“The Farmer’s Daughter,” “The Spiral Staircase,” and “The 
chelor and the Bobby-Soxer”—to mention only a few. 

is most recent production, “Battleground,” a picture about the 
ttle of Bastogne, has just opened here in New York and re- 
ved rave notices from most of the critics—this one included. 
-is Vice President in charge of production at Metro-Goldwyn- 
ver Studios, and is a crusader for movies that are creative, 
tinctive, and carry a message for the American way of life. 
act, he’s giving us his message here in a lecture in Town Hall 
iday morning. We’re delighted to welcome you, Dore Schary, 
own Hall and Town Meeting. (Applause) 


is Schary: 

Since I am not an officeholder, Mr. Denny, and, consequently, 
-committed to rigid platforms, I should for the moment like to 
ine myself to the more philosophical aspects of liberalism. 
sa Senator Douglas and Congressman Lodge have provided 
le material for what should be a lively discussion. 

ir. Denny, you referred to Mr. Farley’s well-known definition 
Ebderalism, but there have been others. Carter Glass said a 
rral was “someone ready to spend someone else’s money.” 
ughter) 

ome politicians have more harsh definitions. Liberals are called 
es, fellow travelers, or parlor pinks. Some of this is funny; 
e of it is aggravating. The tragic part is that so many liberals, 
selves, are not quite clear on their definitions or convictions. 
'o get the records straight, I should like to define—and I’m 
the best dictionaries for my definition—my idea of a liberal: 
beral is a person who is favorable to trends and reforms tend- 
to the direction of democracy. Anything that tends to the 
section of democracy should interest the liberal. Therefore, a 
al cannot abide or support any totalitarian form of govern- 
at. 

he position of the liberal very often becomes difficult to main- 
. He becomes tired of name calling, he becomes tired of being 
*n advantage of, but he must constantly exercise his judg- 
it, his courage, and his sense of responsibility. 

| / is too easy for critics or for people on the opposite side of 
ipolitical pole to attack the liberal. They do it carelessly. There 
natural inclination, I suppose, on the part of the liberal under 
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these circumstances to get tired of being called names and figl#t 
issues that seem unpopular. But these are the times when he 3 
exert every single effort to fight harder. 

It doesn’t follow, if the Communist says he is against lynel] 
that we as liberals must say, “This does not concern us.” 

If the Communist attacks housing or labor problems, we 1) 
not say that these issues do not exist. We must merely say, §f 
believe this is true, but we wish to correct it for reasons Cf 
than what the Communist intends.” 

There is this one distinction for everyone to remember: 
Communist criticizes with the objective of discrediting democ1) 
The liberal criticizes with the objective of improving demoe1 
(Applause) ; 

The liberal must reaffirm his faith constantly. Does an issue} 
low-cost housing, or an idea like the Atlantic Pact tend to! 
direction of democracy? Support it. Does a man like Sen 
Douglas or Congressman Lodge tend to the direction of der} 
racy? Support him. 

I have no patience with the “sometime” liberal—a person § 
wears liberalism like a tea-party hat. I am talking about libel 
who really get aroused about death and pain and hunger. | 
while the going may be tough for them, their voices stay ali} 
voices like Patrick Henry, Franklin, Adams, and Jefferson, da) 
men to live in freedom; Lincoln, holding fast to his definitio# 
union; Wilson, pleading for a bright dream for mankind; the} 
mortal Franklin Delano Roosevelt; Sun Yat Sen; Juarez; || 
Gompers—all of them men with strong voices calling out for} 
fulfillment of that often idle phrase, “the brotherhood of m/ 

In a letter to Carlyle, Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Faith | 
love are apt to be spasmodic in the best minds. Men live on} 
brink of mysteries and harmonies into which they never et} 
and with their hands on the doorlatch, they die outside.” 

I believe that we, as Democrats, represent the best liberal f 
in America today. I believe that we have an obligation to com 
ourselves to help open the door to world peace and harmon 
that mankind does not die outside the dvuor. 

Let us enter that door, bringing with us man’s wisdom, his pe 
his courage, his faith, and his art, so that future generations # 
ing their clouds of glory can walk upright like men and not or 
fours like beasts of prehistoric days. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dore Schary. I expect you’ve given us two 1 
definitions—the way to tell a Communist and a liberal, 
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We are particularly happy to have Philip Willkie here tonight 
ja number of reasons. When Philip was a student in high school, 
used to listen to Town Meeting, and it was he who first called 
father and mother’s attention to this program. His father’s first 
earance on a nation-wide network was on Town Meeting in 
uary, 1938. ; 

er Philip graduated from Princeton University, he took post- 
uate work in law at both Harvard and Columbia. He served 
he Navy for four and a half years, starting as an apprentice, 
rising to the rank of lieutenant. 

\t 29, he’s now an active attorney, having passed the bar 
iinations in New York, Indiana, and the District of Columbia, 
is the joint Representative from Rush and Henry Counties in 
Indiana State Legislature. He maintains an active interest in 
Republican party, and he’s now assistant to the Chairman of 
Republican National Senatorial Committee. Philip Willkie, 
come to Town Meeting. (Applause) 


Willkie: 
fank you, Mr. Denny. I am a Republican who considers him- 
ie liberal. I don’t feel lonely. I know I have the companionship 
san Lodge, with whom I spent the last day on active service 
e Navy, and I have his companionship now. 
tink a liberal is a man who has an open mind to new ideas 
,eet the changing needs and problems of his time. (Applause) 
(a's country was built on the idea of individual responsibility, 
each man should look after himself, and that what happened 
m was basically his own concern and not that of Government 
slause), and that the function of Government should be limited 
e police powers. That idea has been abandoned by the majority 
e American people. 
@ majority of the American people believe today that what 
en's to a man—his wages, his rent, the kind of house he lives 
vhat his health is like, farm prices—are the concern of all of us. 
e basic problem we face today, in accepting the thesis of social 
nsibility, is how we are going to meet the cost of under- 
ing new conditions of our times. The problem is as to whether, 
weting the cost of taking care of these so-called social respon- 
ities, we are not, through the income tax, going to destroy 
incentive factor which has sparked men on to work to build 
lithe world’s greatest workshop. 
+a dilemma which we face—this problem of how you keep 
itive and how at the same time you meet the problem of social 
nsibility. 
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THE SPEAKERS’ 


PAUL HOWARD DOUGLAS—A Demo- 
crat of Illinois, Paul Douglas is a mem- 
ber of the Senate Labor and Public 


‘Welfare Committees. A native of Salem, 


Mass., he has an A.B. degree from 
Bowdoin; an A.M. and a Ph.D. from 
Columbia; and has also studied at 
Harvard. He has taught economics at 
the University of Illinois, Reed Col- 
lege, and the University of Washing- 
ton. Since 1920, he has been on the 
faculty of the University of Chicago. 

Senator Douglas was a Guggenheim 
Fellow in 1931, and was also a member 
of the Illinois Housing Commission 
from 1931 to 1933. He has served on 
many federal commissions and boards 
dealing with unemployment and social 
security. From 1939 to 1942, Senator 
Douglas was an alderman on the 
Chicago City Council. In 1942, he en- 
listed as a private in the Marine Corps 
and advanced to the rank of major, 
after serving two years overseas. He 
was wounded in the Battle of Okinawa. 
He is the author of many books on 
various phases of economics. 


DORE SCHARY—Mr. Schary is vice 
president in charge of production for 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. He was born in 
Newark, New Jersey, and attended 
public schools in that city. He has 
engaged in newspaper and publicity 
work and has been an actor, play- 
wright, and Little Theater director. 
Between 1933 and 1937, he wrote 35 
screen plays for Paramount, Columbia, 


I am a young man and I have much to learn, and the longe! 
live the more I know it. In suggesting a solution to that diffic) 
problem, I hope I shall not seem too bold. I do have an ic! 
though, as to how we can accomplish those two divergent proble} 

It seems to me that the pattern for it lies here in New Y 
in the Port of New York Authority. That agency was establisll 
in the administration of President Hoover, under a Federal } 
abling Act, using a little-known provision in the Constitutil 
which allows for contracts between the states. 4) 

The commissioners of that body are appointed by the Govern 
of New York and New Jersey. That body has done a tremendi 
job. It has built the bridges and tunnels under and over | 
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and Warner Brothers Studios. S 
1938, he has been with M-G-M 
writer and executive producer. Hi 
producer of the current motion pic} 
‘Battleground.”’ f 


JOHN DAVIS LODGE — Repub] 
from Connecticut, Congressman Le 
is a member of the House Foreign} 
fairs Committee. Born in Washingt 
D. C., in 1903, he has an A.B. anc 
LL.B. from Harvard and has 
studied in Paris. He has engagec 
the practice of law since 1929. Fx 
1932 until 1940, he was employed 
motion picture companies of 4% 
United States, England, France, 
the New York The 


the 80th Congress from the 4th @ 
necticut District. 

Congressman Lodge served with 
United States Navy from 1942 VJ 
1946. He was liaison officer betw 
the French and U. S. fleets, and pu 
relations officer and press censor / 
ing the Sicilian Operation. He rece’ 
several decorations and awards. F 


PHILIP H. WILLKIE—Son of the jj 
Wendell Willkie, Republican candi 
for President in the 1940 eleci} 


Republican National Senatorial Ch 
paign Committee. r 


Hudson River. It operates the airports in this great area. 
operates the piers in the Newark Bay, some piers here in N 
York, several warehouses, and is building a great air termi 
and a great bus terminal. 

There isn’t a dime of tax money in it. It has, essentially, 
principles of private management. 

I see another thing similar in our system to the Port of N 
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rk Authority, and that is the Federal Reserve System, a creation 
he imagination of Carter Glass in the administration of Presi- 
it Wilson. 

e Federal Reserve System operates our national credit policy 
ough a presidentially appointed board, but the administration 
that credit policy is handled through regional banks—regional 
ks which are privately owned and managed. 

basically, what we have in the Port of New York Authority and 
he Federal Reserve System is a pattern of a public policy 
ried out through private management, with private finance 
a pay-as-you-go basis. 

h Denmark, they have an unusual health insurance system. 
ryone on the Danish social security system must buy health 
mrance from a private company at a small fixed rate. Anyone 
ii may buy it from a private company at the same rate. 

s these three things—the Federal Reserve System, the Port 
ew York Authority, and the Danish health system—there 
Weattern of action, of public policies privately administered and 
ately financed. 

Kwould like to hope that, given ample research, these three 
}s might provide a pattern to keep incentive and at the same 
¢ solve this social responsibility problem. I thank you. (Ap- 


sank you, Philip Willkie. Your father would have been proud 
“ar you make that speech. Now it’s time for our discussion 
od. I’m going to ask all the speakers to join me up here around 
peakers’ stand. We'll start with Senator Douglas who may 
4: some questions to ask the others. 

nator Douglas: I may have provoked Congressman Lodge by 
Wweference to the Republican liberals being comparable to 
ionaries in darkest Africa (laughter) and that may have 
ed him on his attack upon the Democrats in Congress. 

}:e Congressman and I don’t differ, I think, too much on our 
, but I am a little bit startled when he blames the Democrats 
Mailing to get the civil rights program through and the dis- 
ed persons program through when, as a matter of fact, what 
Sound ourselves up against was an unholy alliance of Dixie- 
%—not Democrats—plus the vast majority of northern Re- 
i ‘cans. That’s what we have been facing. (Applause) 
Agressman Lodge: Senator Douglas, my reply to that is this: 
i 1 the Republicans had the majority in the 80th Congress they 
* blamed for everything that the people didn’t like, and, now 
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that you’ve got the majority in the Democrat Congress, yous 
trying to blame the Republicans for everything that people : 
like, and if you can get away with that that’s quite a little bj 
prestidigitation. (Applause, laughter) 

Senator Douglas: Well, here’s the point. We do not hay 
majority in either house. The majority lies in the coalition} 
by Senator Taft, on the one hand, and Senator Byrd, on the ot 
They are the ones who are running Congress. (Applause) | 

Congressman Lodge: If that is so, then why doesn’t Presi« 
Truman attack the 81st Congress as much as he did the 8} 
(Applause) i 

Senator Douglas: Well, we believe that there’ll be some chai 
made both south and north of the Mason-Dixon Line. (Appla® 

Congressman Lodge: I’m merely a Republican; I’m no ery) 
ball gazer, Senator. 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Schary? 

Mr. Schary: Mr. Willkie seemed to me a little over-concel} 
about the Government taking care of too many things. I she 
like to refer Mr. Willkie to the preamble to the Constitutl 
which reads, “We, the people of the United States, in orde 
form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure dom 
tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the gen} 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves andi 
posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Un) 
States of America.” (Appluwuse) 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Willkie? 

Mr. Willkie: Mr. Schary, as a matter of fact, I don’t think 
concerned about the Government not doing enough. I think if 
idea was adopted, I might be accused of having them do too m 
I really think that if we could develop this pattern of publie} 
cies, privately administered and privately financed, there m 
not be any limit to the possibilities of social welfare in Ameri 
to the possibilities of doing this job. 

Now even the most ardent of the New Dealers and thes 
Dealers talk about limits. Senator Douglas, recently, several til 
has talked about economy. He’s made sonie very fine statem 
I’ve even heard him congratulated by some of my fellow | 
servative Indiana Republicans. (Laughter and applause) B 
think that if we could work out this scheme that there might 
be any limit to it. : 

There’s one big difference in this country which I think 
Democrats have failed to recognize, and I must say that I di 
think the Republicans have pointed it out. When Mr. Roose} 
came into power, there was an absolute dearth of private mon | 


14 


irybody was broke. The only way to get a job done was for the 
eral Government to do it. 

ow the situation today is reversed. There is a tremendous 
ndance of private money. Much of that money lies in lockboxes. 
h of it isn’t doing the job—the social and economic job—which 
ould do. I think this public-private idea might be a way—it 
Id be a good investment—to draw that money out and put it 
ork for useful social purposes—purposes far beyond the 
gination of the Administration. (Applause). 

. Denny: Thank you. Congressman Lodge? 

engressman Lodge: I have a question for Mr. Schary. I would 
‘to ask him whether he feels that we have a democracy in this 
1try—he talks about democracy—and, if so, what is a republic, 
re they both the same? 

. Schary: Like the majority of the American people who went 
2 polls in 1948, I’m under the illusion that we are living in 
»mocracy. (Applause) 

iongressman Lodge: I would like to say that that is incorrect, 
tase we have a representative form of government in this 
ttry. The people do not vote on every public issue. They send 
f representatives to Washington; therefore, this is: not a 
.ecracy. I thought that might have some bearing on the ques- 
. since Mr. Schary makes the word “democracy” such a central 
* of his statement. (Applause) 

@. Schary: I believe that the actual definition of a democracy 
rule of the majority for the rights of the minority, and ’m 
er the impression that that’s the kind of government we have. 
plause) 

*. Denny: Well, this is an unending debate. I can see that the 
gentlemen don’t agree on their definitions of democracy and 
t is a republic. So let’s go on now to some more questions 
. the audience. While we get ready for this question period, 
*s a special message for our listeners. 

wnouncer: You are listening to America’s Town Meeting of 
Air, coming to you from Town Hall, New York, where we’re 
ussing the question, “What Should Be the Liberals’ Program 
?” Our speakers are Senator Paul H. Douglas, Democrat of 
pis; Congressman John Davis Lodge, Republican of Connecti- 
‘Mr. Dore Schary, M-G-M vice-President and producer of 
tleground;” and Philip H. Willkie, Republican of Indiana. 

r your convenience, we publish each week in a handy pocket- 

‘pamphlet called Town Meeting Bulletin, the complete text 

ch Town Meeting, including the questions and answers that 

w. If you would like a copy of tonight’s Town Meeting, send 
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10 cents to Town Hall, New York 18, New York, with a spe 
request for this program. If you would like copies of earlier Tia 
Meetings, such as the one last week on “Should the Commui 
Party Be Outlawed Now?” just identify the program by subi 
and enclose 10 cents for each program desired. Send your req i 
to Town Hall, New York 18, New York. | 

Two weeks from tonight, we’ll have atimely discussion on} 
subject, “Is Profit Sharing the Answer to Labor Managen: 
Disputes?” The speakers will be W. Stuart Symington, Secret 
of the Air Force; Colonel Cass S. Hough, executive vice presid; 
Daisy Manufacturing Company, Plymouth, Michigan; Lemueff 
Boulware, vice-president of General Electric Company; i 
Joseph B. Keenan, director of Labor’s League for Political Ei 
cation, American Federation of Labor. _ 

Now for our question period, we return you to Mr. Denny 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Now, we're ready for cur questions. We'll start VJ 
the gentleman over on the aisle, here. 

Man: This is for Senator Douglas. Is it not true that under! 
present liberal program the liberals would like to remove } 
business from the present econumic scene? 

Senator Douglas: Well, I would say that we do not wv 
monopoly to control industry, and I think that proposal is fur 
mentally sound. Monopoly means higher prices than we we 
have under competition. That means a choking off of deme 
therefore, a restriction of production, employment, and inv 
ment, and a dangerous concentration of economic power. 

If our industries are controlled by monopoly, either the mor 
olies will reach out to control government, and that is fascism 
government will reach out to own industry, and that is sociak 
We liberals are opposed to both. We, therefore, believe in a di 
sion of power and in restoring competition to the major indust 
of the country. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator. Whenever any of you speak 
want to comment on the answers made by the other speakers, 
may do so. Do you want to comment? All right, I thought 
looked a little restless. 

Congressman Lodge: I would like to say that I think that is 


of the most excellent statements on that subject that I’ve he 
(Applause) 
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ir, Denny: Look out, Congressman, he’ll be pulling you over. 
right, the lady on the aisle. 

jady: To Congressman Lodge. What stand will you take as a 

ral to the new proposed Chicago platform for the Republican 

-y advocating a revocation of our international obligations, such 

e Havana Trade Agreement, the ECA, and the rearmament 

‘urope? 

ngressman Lodge: Well, I have not seen the Chicago platform, 

I would say that personally I have fought very hard for the 

jopean Recovery Program, for the full amount of military aid. 

e platform advocates that, I would be against it, but I’m at a 

avantage because I have not read the platform. 

‘r. Denny: Thank you. Mr. Willkie, have you read the platform 

, if so, would you comment on the question? 

ir. Willkie: I haven’t read the platform but I’ve read the news- 

*s accounts, and from what I’ve seen I would say very honestly 

) am against it. (Applause) 

lr. Denny: Thank you. Here’s a question for Mr. Willkie from 

m: the balcony. 

dy: Mr. Willkie, how does a liberal ee ees differ from a 

-al Democrat? (Laughter) 

. Denny: After the way Senator Deuens and Congressman 

@e handled that, you’ve got quite a job, Philip. 

©. Willkie: Well, I think I’ve got the answer to that in my idea. 

it I'm suggesting is that we get these public policies done . 

gh private finance and private management. What the Demo- 

& are suggesting is that we do these social problems entirely 

ugh government. I think that’s the place where the Republican 

5 can take a stand and a real stand. (Applause) 

ir. Denny: Thank you. Now the gentleman down here on the 

d row. Yes? 

an: Mr. Schary, I’d like to ask you should not libérals oppose 

Hittempt at censorship of the movies by organized pressure 

‘ps? 

r. Schary: Yes, I think that the liberals should oppose and 

4: constantly opposed censorship—being told what to do and 
£ not to do in motion pictures. 

+. Denny: The gentleman wants to talk back. Yes, sir? 

n: In that connection, I wonder what your stand would be 

reference to the Hollywood ten who were fired and black- 

1 from the movie industry because of the pressure of the 

e Un-American Affairs Committee. How would you fit that 

e with your explanation here? 

». Schary: Your facts are wrong. I don’t think that this dis- 
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cussion of liberalism has room for a complete discussion ® 
the Hollywood investigation (applause), but your facts are we 

Man: Well, that’s a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Schary: Yes, it is, and it’s my opinion that it’s whore 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman over here on the fj 
row. 

Man: Congressman Lodge, do you believe that the preser# 
guard Republican leadership of Brewster, Vandenberg, Dj 
and Taft can properly advance a really liberal prog} 
(Laughter) 

Mr. Denny: That’s what you get for being on Town Mei 
Congressman. 

Congressman Lodge: (Laughing) I didn’t know that ; 
gentlemen had gotten together on a program. (Applause) | 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. All right, the lady in the balcony, 1} 

Lady: Senator Douglas, should the liberal advocate exte} 
aid to an anti-Russian Yugoslav Government that hews t} 
Marxist line in its disregard of the individual? 

Mr. Denny: Ah, the Tito question. 

Senator Douglas: Well, I don’t feel very enthlicinche about 
Tito. He is a dictator. He runs a police state. I think the only } 
that can be said in his favor is that at the moment he and & 
are on bad terms. (Laughter) I think it might be a good ga) 
to give him a limited amount of aid on condition that he con} 
to raise Cain with Stalin. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: All right, thank you. This lady down here o1) 
front row, please. 

Lady: I’m directing a question to Senator Douglas, please. Wj 
your program have a better chance to be legislative if Cons 
were controlled by strong party caucus or does this method d| 
your purpose? | 

Senator Douglas: That’s a very good question. It involves 
question of party discipline. I would like to see a much g 
degree of party discipline. I would also like to see people hd 
their platforms much more than they do at present. But we sh 
also remember that there is such a thing as the individual 
science—an individual decision—and that in the long run » 
should guide a man is his own sense of right and wrong. 

We do not want to make of our Senators and Representa: 
mere rubber stamps, and we should make place for dissente 
liberal dissenters within the Republican party and some | 
servative dissenters within the Democratic party. (Applaus 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator Douglas. The young man 1 
the balcony. 
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fan: My question is for Mr. Schary. Sir, I hope you'll talk a little 
e fully on my question than you did on the last, because I think 
got a lot of potentialities. 

r. Denny: Well, now, you just leave that to him, will you? 
ughter) You ask the question. 

‘an: Do you see any value in a nonpartisan political petition as 
eans of uniting liberals in both parties and those outside of 
i parties? 

'r. Schary: Would you repeat that? I did not get it. 

‘en: Do you see any value in a nonpartisan political petition as 
feans of uniting liberals in both parties and those liberals out- 
of both parties? 

. Denny: He wants to unite the liberals inside and outside 
it parties. 

lv. Schary: Yes, I think concerted action by liberals would be 
onderful idea. I wish, for instance, that Mr. Willkie, who has 
plained constantly about the lack of a program in the Re- 
(#can party, would join forces with the rest of us liberals and 
© over where he belongs. (Applause) 

Denny: Congressman Lodge has a comment on that. 
sgressman Lodge: We have a program, but I don’t blame 
Schary for not being familiar with it. After all, he’s not in 
ies. But I’d be glad to send him a copy of the Republican plat- 
which appeared last summer as it was drafted at Philadelphia 
ac Resolutions Committee. It’s an excellent platform; I’d be 
io have him give me his opinion on that. 

* Denny: Thank you. Mr. Willkie would like to comment on 


*, Willkie: I don’t agree with Mr. Schary that I belong in the 
wcratic party; I think I belong in the Republican party. 
lnlause) As a matter of fact, I think there’s a real opportunity 
rue liberalism in the Republican party. Everyone in the 
ocratic party today must go down the line on a party line— 
New Deal-Fair Deal line; the constant line—of doing every 
lem by government. There’s no room for differences. The 
Ilike about the Republican party today is that there is some 
for difference. There’s room in the Republican party for new 
. (Applause) 
. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Willkie. Did you want to comment, 
or? 

tor Douglas: Well, I’m afraid I’m going to make a very 
al comment which I’m afraid will hurt the feelings of my 
friends here. I would say there’s a great deal of room in the 
iblican party for new ideas. (Laughter and applause) 
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Mr. Denny: The young lady over here. 
Lady: Mr. Willkie, wouldn’t control of the Republican part 
its liberal wing lead either to its destruction as the conserv# 
party or to a weak imitation of Democrat liberals? F 
Mr. Willkie: I don’t think it'll do either one. I think that i 
Republican party came out with a positive idea of carrying q 
public policy through private finance and private manageme 
could doa great job for America and become the dominant poh 
party for half a century. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman over on the other! 
of the house. | 
Man: My question is for Senator Douglas. What should bi 
liberals’ stand on the use of public funds for parochial schoo: 
Senator Douglas: Well, I think we met this issue pretty wi) 
the legislation which was passed by the Senate. It’s comm 
thought that the Senate passed only one education bill. Ins! 
we passed two. We passed one on the health of school chile 
we also passed a bill for federal aid to education. In the fie! 
health, we took the position that children were children, irre: 
tive of their religion or creed, or whether they went to pk 
schools or private schools. For health, we gave funds to all sck# 
whether they were public or private. | 
In the field of education, we left the issue as to whether p* 
moneys were to be spent for bus transportation for pupils ir 
vate schools up to the states. | believe it should be left to the st: 
because the control of education should be primarily local. © 
I want to say this: I do not want to see this country torn A 
on religious issues, because the things which we have in com) 
as Protestants and Catholics and Jews, are far more impo} 
than the matters upon which we differ. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator Douglas. The lady in the ee 
aisle. 
Lady: I direct my question to Mr. Dore Schary. How ony 
liberal work for achievement in social reform? 
Mr. Denny: In social reform, what can the liberals do? | 
Mr. Schary: I think he can do a number of things. I think he 
support active programs dedicated to reform in political ass} 
tions, in the support of organizations who are concerned | 
reform. I think he must be sure that those issues that he ¢ 
himself with are issues in which he can function properly) 
must not be misled; he must stand for those things that he k1! 
are consistent with an active program. I don’t know what I 
say beyond that, because I wish you’d be, maybe, a little 
specific. 
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ir. Denny: The Senator, here, is edging up. Maybe he has some 
ments on it. 

nator Douglas: I merely have this to suggest. We do not have 
ok for great causes to be useful. We can start with things 
e at home—the improvement of the schools, a proper garbage 
jem, the development of recreation, the care of the aged, the 
of the young, a good library system, relationships between 
is which are harmonious, the apparently humble things of life 
h are, in the last analysis, the important things. (Applause) 
r. Denny: Thank you. The lady from Los Angeles is about 
definite. 

dy: Yes, you asked me to be more specific. I am thinking now 
ssage of FEP, of fair education—things of that nature, Mr. 
ary. Through what media and in what specifics can the liberal 
ie? 

r Schary: I think you have to make your Representatives 
re, as large groups of voters, of what you want done. When 
' Representatives don’t service you in the way you want, 
elect somebody else who does it for you. (Applause) 

». Denny: Thank you. The lady on the front row in the balcony. 
dy: I'd like to address my question to Congressman Lodge. 
*ou think that the citizen in a democracy like ours should 
mnpelled to vote? 

“egressman Lodge: No, I don’t think they should be compelled 
(te. But I think that the best way for us to destroy our system, 
fs you call a democracy, and which I would call a representa- 
(eepublic, is for people to abstain from voting. During the 
siection there were 45 million Americans who did not vote. 
leby, they abandoned their franchise—a franchise which, I 
esay, is regarded as quite precious by hundreds of millions of 
e today who haven’t got it and who are languishing in the 
and torture chambers and concentration camps under the 
2ss communist boot in various countries of the world. 

aink that is a sense of responsibility which we must develop 
separable from freedom. If we haven’t got the sense of respon- 
ty in ourselves, then God help us. (Applause) 

. Denny: Thank you. The man under the balcony. 

m: My question is addressed to Mr. Willkie. What should be 
“sition of the liberals with respect to future relations with 
-o’s Spain? 

| Willkie: Well, I would say the minimum relations possible. 
hter and applause) 

| Denny: Thank you. The other gentleman on the other side. 
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Man: Mr. Schary, how are the movies helping to spread lif 
ideas? i 
Mr. Schary: If you will come here Friday morning, I am gif 
a talk about the moving picture business and Id be gli} 
answer that. (Laughter) 

Mr. Denny: All right. Who has another question? Right bi 
the gentleman—the lady there. | 

Lady: Senator Douglas. As a member of the Senate Labor (9 
mittee, will you work for the early repeal of the Taft-Hartley| 
during the next Congress? | 

Senator Douglas: We tried to repeal the Taft-Hartley Law i} 
Congress and return to the spirit of the Wagner Act, and we 
defeated by a coalition of Dixiecrats and northern conserv} 
Republicans. (Applause) 

Congressman Lodge: I’d like to make the comment that the 
Hartley Law was voted for in the 80th Congress by 104 Demoi 
which was a vast majority of the Democrats in the House. I wi 
also like to say that they had the opportunity to vote for ri 
during the 81st Congress and that only 37 Congressmen o} 
435 voted for the repeal of the Taft-Hartley Law when they } 
given their opportunity by Mr. Marcantonio. All the res} 
cluding all the Democrats from Connecticut and most of the D 
crats from New York State, voted against repeal of the — 
Hartley Law. (Applause) } 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Lodge. Now, while our spei| 
prepare their summaries of tonight’s discussion, here’s a os 
message of interest to you. 

Announcer: During the past several days, the schools oj) 
Nation have held Open House as part of the 29th annua 
servance of American Education Week sponsored by the Nat! 
Education Association, the American Legion, the U. S. Offi 
Education, and the National Congress of Parents and Teac 

We are proud to have two of these organizations, the NEA 
the American Legion, as participants in our World Town 
Seminar. In a world beset with the problems of building a la 
peace, our schools face heavy responsibilities in developing 
talents of today’s children and preparing them for tomort 
tasks. 

American Education Week has given you an opportunity t 
better acquainted with your schools and their achievemen 
“Making Democracy Work”—the theme of this year’s observ: 
It is in our schools that our people—the backbone of free go\ 
ment—learn the ways of democracy. We salute our Nation’s t 
ers for building American ideals into the lives of our youth. 
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w, for the summaries of tonight’s discussion, we return you 
r. Denny. : 

. Denny: We'll start our summaries with Mr. Willkie. 

. Willkie: What I basically want to see is a new system of 
£ our social and economic problems of the social services 
bublic projects by enacting public policies which can be car- 
out through private finance and private management. I think, 
‘principle could be adopted in American public policy, we 
reserve the incentive factor which has sparked this system 
oduce here the world’s greatest workshop and, at the same 
meet our social needs. (Applause) 

H Denny: Thank you, Mr. Willkie. Now a final word from Mr. 
Schary. ; 

| Schary: It seems to me that our two office holders agree 
there must be a liberal forward-looking program and they 
E ee only in matters of method or technique. Mr. Willkie has 
| in previous utterances that liberalism is here to stay and 
‘epublican party should recognize that fact. I believe that 
ascience of the American people today, as in the past; is 
presented by the voice of liberalism, echoes of which have 
eeard here tonight. The answer to tonight’s question, “What 
© Be the Liberals’ Program Now?” is obviously to go for- 
i forward to the goals outlined here, forward to a great 
ea and to a shining democracy. (Applause) 

| Denny: Thank you, Mr. Schary. May we hear from Con- 
1an Lodge? 

wressman Lodge: I agree with the late Franklin Roosevelt 
liberal governments are often wrecked on the rocks of loose 
§oolicies.” The Truman Administration has a loose fiscal 
A liberal must recognize that freedoms and responsibilities 
separable. 

Aue liberal believes with Lincoln that the individual is the 
ex heart of society, and, while the Government can and 
%) make accommodations to modern needs, let us never de- 
| lhe free, the vital opportunities which are the life blood of 
ef ferican dream. (Applause) 

WDenny: Thank you, Congressman Lodge. At last, a word 
“enator Douglas. 

Vitor Douglas: I agree with Congressman Lodge in his open- 
ttement that the essence of liberalism is an emphasis upon 
Wnity of the individual and that it should be based upon 
j ctice of freedom. But we need to remember that needy 
“omen, and children, are not free men, women, and children, 
Flat businesses dominated by monopoly are not free. We 
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should labor, therefore, to remove want and to remove the cog 
of monopoly so that men and andustey, may be ira 
(Applause) oe 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator Déuglas’ Ce cca Le 
Dore Schary, and Philip Willkie, for throwing a good deal of f 
on this very complex question. 
For copies of tonight’s discussion, remember to send you} 
quest together with ten cents to Town Hall, New York 18, ff 
York. Next week, we'll have our long-anticipated progra 
the subject: “Do Our Churches Offer a Sound Basis for 
and Living?” You'll remember that this was the prograr 
nounced in Pageant magazine and appeared in Pageant last 
with three of our speakers. 
Our speakers on this program will be Dr. Ralph W. Sockg 
minister of Christ Church, New York City; Professor 
Edman, professor of philosophy at Columbia University; Vif 
Peterson, lecturer, author, and book reviewer; and Dr. Fre} 
Wertham, psychiatrist, author, and director of the Lafargue @ C 
in Harlem. 
The following week our subject will be “Is Profit-Sharinff 
Answer to Labor-Management Disputes?” i 
So plan to be with us next week and every week at the s# 
of the crier’s bell. 


} 


—Smecial! for only $1.00— 
America’s Town Meeting of the Air}, 


ROUND-THE-WORLD 1 


Broadcasts Originating in 12 World Capite 
Bound Together in One Volume 


In response to many requests, the Town Meeting progra 
originating from 12 world capitals this summer have been boul 
in an attractive spiral plastic binding as a special volume. . i 
This volume costs only One Dollar—while the limited supply@ las 


§ Write now for special “Round-the-Wol ) 
Order Today! Volume” sending $1 to the address bela! ‘ 


TOWN HALL, New York 18, N. Y. | 


24 a | 


